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apps are used within Indigenous
communities for language learning
and teaching. Four mobile apps

were assessed through the use of an
evaluation rubric, online user reviews,
and developer consultations. The
findings were used to determine what
essential themes are important when
developing an effective and successful
language application model for use by
other Indigenous communities. «Three
essential elements were found to be
common among the four language
applications assessed: (1) successful
integration of interactive and digital
media that provides a purposeful
learning environment for the user; (2)
accuracy and testing of both media
and the user-interface, and; (3)
successful usability and functionality of
the mobile platform.» (Begay, 2013)

The new generations of mobiles
have faster 3G or 4G cellular
connectivity, faster Wi-Fi and
enlarged built-in storage. Some of
the functionality of current mobiles
even exceeds in some ways what
is available on laptops. «Clearly
having such powerful devices
available anytime, anyplace provides

tremendous opportunities for
educational use. However, it is not just
hardware enhancements of mobile
generation that hold the most promise
for use in language learning. Equally
important is the software and the new
opportunities that arise from mobile
application development.> (Godwin-
Jones, 2011)

In a poll presented by Livehacker
site asking about the five best
language learning tools Duolingo took
the top spot with just over 58% of the
vote despite only having about six
languages, because it’s free and uses
functional and easy to follow method
to teach target language, providing
regular checks on progress as
moving forward. http://lifehacker.com/
most-popular-language-learning-tool-
duolingo-1449947237

Conducting an integrated study at
the Private University of Kalamoon to
investigate mobile-assisted language
learning (MALL) on students would
mostly cause a dramatic change in
English language teaching methods.
The objective of such studies is to
investigate the effectiveness of using
mobile apps in learning the English
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language as well as in integration
issues. The study could examine

the current mobile apps that teach
speaking and make a comparison
between MALL tools, it shall be
conducted through a comprehensive
evaluation of the pedagogic features of
these apps; mainly from the learners)
perspective.m
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Prepared by: Rwayda Tamym

John: Can we have a table for two? o
Waiter: No problem, follow me please. -
John: Excuse me, where’s the toilet?

Waiter: Keep on walking and the first on the right.

Waiter: Are you ready to order? Waiter
John: What do you recommend?

Waiter: Today’s special is steak with vegetables,

fish, meat, pizzas and special salads.

John: Ok, to start we want some almonds and olives.

Waiter: What do you want to drink? {
John: An orange juice and a big bottle of water.

Garlic
Waiter: And for the main course?

John: A steak with chips, well done please,
and also a salad with tomato, lettuce,
tuna but no onion or garlic please.

Waiter: And for you sir?

Tom: | prefer fish.

Waiter: Will you have coffee?

John: Two black coffees, expressos please

and the bill we're in a hurry we're late for the opera.
Waiter: I'll be back in a second.

Lettuce
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Analysing and Evaluating

Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL)

Digital literacies

Distance education has a long
history to trace back from mail post,
then telephone, cassettes, TV to digital
education. Since portable audio-
video and computing devices were
initially used as personal devices,
there has been interest in exploring
their usage in language learning.
The extensive use of smartphones
and their evolutionary development
has introduced a variety of mobile
applications on second/foreign
language learning into the market
of educational mobile apps that is
rapidly growing. This phenomenon,
predictably has led to tremendous
interest among educationalists.
Mobile learning (often “m-learning”)
is in itself not new, but new devices
with enhanced capabilities have
dramatically increased the awareness
level, especially among language
educators. Personal devices like
smartphones and tablets, are models
for individualized informal language

learning, where users determine
which apps to acquire and how to use
them. Language educators as well
should encourage and assist learners
autonomy to combine formal and
informal language learning.

A very important aspect of today’s
literacy is Digital Literacy, as Claire
Siskin the enthusiastic practitioner of
computer-assisted language learning
(CALL) states, it <Digital literacies»
require much more than just knowing
how to use a computer -offering her
own definition of «digital literacies».
She argues that we cannot simply
assume that today’s student population
of «digital natives» are truly literate.
Therefore, it is critically significant
that instructors as well as students
acquire proficiency in this area. Claire
Siskin has as well provided a list of
apps for language learning. As mobile
devices become even more dominant
and multipurpose, we are likely to see
more users make them their primary,

Prepared by:
Lama Alhusniah

perhaps their sole computing devices.
This is not a trend language educators
can ignore.

However, studies about these
applications effectiveness in
introducing Second Language
acquisition to learners have not been
settled yet within the field. Research
on using mobile apps to encourage
English Language Learning at
universities remains limited. Most
literature had investigated ESL
(English as Second Language) with
traditional teaching methods, but
exploring Mobile Language Learning
remains scant.

A study in the field of indigenous

language revitalization was conducted
by Begay to investigate how mobile
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