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Resolution 497 (1981)

Adopted by the Security Council at its 2319th meeting
17 December 1981

The Security Council,

Having considered the letter of 14 December 1981 from the Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic
contained in document S/14791,

Reaffirming that the acquisition of territory by force is inadmissible, in accordance with the United Nations Charter, the
principles of international law, and relevant Security Council resolutions,

1. Decides that the Israeli decision to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration in the occupied Syrian Golan Heights
is null and void and without international legal effect;

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, should rescind forthwith its decision;

3. Determines that all the provisions of the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War of 12 August 1949 continue to apply to the Syrian territory occupied by Israel since June 1967;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council on the implementation of this resolution within two

weeks and decides that in the event of non-compliance by Israel, the Security Council would meet urgently, and not later
than 5 January 1982, to consider taking appropriate measures in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.
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the Golan is of military importance due
to its topography and plateaux overlook-
ing southern Syria and northern Israel. It
is also claimed that Israel captured the
territory because it was used by Syria to
menace its southern neighbour. However,
while the strategic value of territory pro-
vides no moral or legal justification for
its conquest by a foreign force, any previ-
ous military value the Golan had has long
since vanished due to major advances in
missile and aerial technology. In August
2004, Israel>s then Chief of Staff Moshe
Yaalon told the Israeli daily Yediot Aha-
ronot there was no military reason why
Israel could not withdraw to its pre-1967
border with Syria: «If you ask me ...
from a military standpoint it is possible
to reach an agreement by giving up the
Golan Heights. The army is able to de-
fend any border.»

Yet Israel remains resolute in its defi-
ance. Although under Ehud Barak Israeli
negotiators «stated to the Syrians that Is-
rael accepts the principle of withdrawal
on the Golan Heights,» Ariel Sharon then
vehemently and consistently opposed re-
linquishing the territory and Ehud Olmert
is quoted as saying, «As long as I serve
as prime minister the Golan Heights will
remain in our hands because it is an inte-
gral part of the State of Israel.» Syria>s
repeated calls for talks have fallen on deaf
ears. And on 7 December 2006, Olmert
rejected the recommendation of the US
Iraq Study Group to talk to Syria, saying
he had a «different view.» This notwith-
standing, an unnamed senior Israeli mili-
tary official told Maariv newspaper in

the same month, «With respect to Syria,
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we>ve reached an impasse. Now is the
right time to set a process in motion. The
current situation with Syria is not good.
It is important to do something different
and there are conditions to do so.»
Sharif Hikmat Nashashibi

Chairman, Arab Media Watch

(Source: reproduced from “The Go-
lan...” 2007)

The occupation of the Golan has con-
stituted a lost economic opportunity for
Syria. Reaping the financial benefits of
an area as fertile and abundant as the Go-
lan would have a significant impact on

the Syrian economy.

Thus, the liberation of the Golan will see
it transformed from a border area to an
economic centre for neighbouring coun-
tries. Indeed, the importance of relations
with neighbouring countries means that
once the occupation ends, there will be
a positive influence on the economic de-

velopment of the entire region.

The strategic economic significance of
ending the occupation must therefore
be understood in terms of the history of
this key area of land - land which has not
witnessed peace for decades, the Arab-
Israeli conflict commencing as it did just
two years after Syria earned its inde-

pendence. The valuable

resources of the Golan have been under-
used due to years of conflict and occupa-
tion. For the Syrian economy, therefore,
regaining the Golan would mean a con-
siderable jump in the Gross Domestic

Product of more than 10-15%, an increase

in the area of irrigated agricultural land in
the southern region with crops and herds,
increased water resources for the capital
and southern region, significant growth
in Arab and foreign cultural tourism, the
return of the majority of some 350,000
original inhabitants and the enhancement
of economic relations with neighbouring

countries.

Syria would be able to refocus its re-
sources on transforming from a devel-
oping to an emerging market economy,
thereby opening up to the political fea-
sibility of reform and integration into
the global economy. In the interests of
all the neighbouring countries, environ-
mental protection would be ensured for
the precious sources of water supplying
the Jordan and Yarmouk rivers and the
development of the ravaged watershed
surrounding Mount Hermon. Benefits
reaped from such sources as agriculture
and tourism could be redirected into in-
vestment in the infrastructure of those lo-
cal communities who have suffered from
occupation whether through oppression,
displacement, separation, or a combina-
tion of these. For these key reasons, it is
becoming of increasingly vital impor-
tance that Syria regains such a profitable
patch of its territory, in line with interna-

tional law.

Abdulkader Husrieh

Syrian economist and member of

the British-Syrian Society

(Source: reproduced from “The Go-

lan...” 2007)



terms in the area of agriculture, the prin-

cipal activity of the Arab population of
the occupied Golan. The competition is
rendered more uneven by the restricted
access of the Syrian inhabitants to water
compared with the settlers.» Further-
more, «Deterioration of the environment
caused by the Israeli authorities has re-
sulted from the uprooting of trees, burn-
ing of forests, and the release of chemical
residue from Israeli factories and waste
from settlements.»

However, «One of the principal negative
impacts of the occupation of the occu-
pied Syrian Golan has been the separa-
tion of families who live on either side of
the valley constituting the demarcation
line. Syrian students returning to their
families in the occupied Syrian Golan re-
portedly face, upon arrival, several hours
of questioning, and the presents they
bring with them are confiscated. Others
are held in arbitrary detention for many
days, facing torture and humiliation.»
The UN is not the only organisation to
be concerned by the human rights situa-
tion. A 1998 Human Rights Watch report
on the Golan Heights and other occupied
Arab territories said that «Israel seriously
misrepresents the degree of its fulfilment
of its treaty obligations» in regard to the
International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, signed by Israel in January
1992.

Prior to 1967, the Syrian population of
the Golan Heights was roughly 140,000,
living in two cities (Quneitra and Afiq),
164 villages and 146 agricultural farms.
Almost all of them were uprooted and

expelled during and after the war, forced

UNIVERSITY OF
KALAMOON

to relocate to refugee camps around Da-
mascus and whose numbers today are
approaching half a million. Following
Israel>s conquest, the two cities, 130
villages and 112 agricultural farms were
destroyed. Six villages with a total popu-
lation of 7,000 remained. In 1971, the
Israelis destroyed the village of Sukha-
tah, deported its residents to the adjacent
village of Masadah and turned Sukhatah
into a military base. Today, the Golans
communities are concentrated in five vil-
lages: Majdal Shams, Masadah, Bugatah
and Ain Kinya to the north and east of the
heights and Ghajar in the northwest. The
number of Syrians living in the Golan to-
tals around 20,000.

At the time of the Golan Heights Law, the
Arab population was obliged to change
its citizenship from Syrian to Israeli,
which was met with complete opposition
and resulted in a six-month general strike
and other non-violent actions. Identity
cards handed out by the Israeli authori-
ties were publicly burned and eventually
the authorities relented and allowed the
Arab residents to retain their Syrian citi-
zenship.

A UN report of 2004 described how: «In
the area of education, Israeli authori-
ties continued their attempt to impose
the Hebrew language on Syrian pupils
during the early stages of education, to
focus attention on Jewish history and
Hebrew literature, and to provide their
own interpretation of the recent history
of the occupied Golan, using unqualified
teachers. These practices were aimed at
eliminating the national identity of the

new generation and at severing ties with

their history, heritage, culture, nation and
homeland.»

Israel began to settle the Golan almost
immediately after its capture. There are
currently 33 settlements housing around
20,000 people. Built on occupied terri-
tory, these are illegal under international
law. Several UN Security Council resolu-
tions describe Israel>s settlement activity
as a «flagrant violation» of the Fourth Ge-
neva Convention relative to the Protec-
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War
and a «serious obstruction to achieving
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace
in the Middle East.» Nevertheless, on 6
December 2006, Interior Minister Roni
Bar-On said Israelis should «come and
live in the Golan Heights.» Less than two
weeks later, on 19 December, he said he
intended to accelerate housing projects
on settlements there.

An issue raised in the UN>s 37th report
of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Palestinian People and
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories
(2005) was that of Israels nuclear waste:
«Israeli authorities continued to bury
their nuclear waste in a tract of land lo-
cated about 100m from the summit of
Jabal al-Sheikh [Mount Hebron], close to
the Syrian border. Digging of a tunnel or
trench in which to dump this waste was
under way.» It is feared that the waste,
sealed in glass containers or reinforced
cement chambers, would be affected by
climatic conditions and start leaking de-
pleted uranium in 30-50 years time, with
a catastrophic ecological impact.

The pro-Israel lobby continues to insist
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In pursuit of Zionisms territorial claims
on the Golan, several attempts were
made, from as early as 1891, to purchase
and lay claim to land on the Golan and
Hauran. Each attempt to gain a foothold
in those areas was thwarted, however,
through resolute communal, judicial and
political resistance by their local com-
munities.

A historical debunking of the Israeli nar-
rative concerning the nature, origins and
culpabilities associated with the conflict
over the Golan is reinforced by numerous
denunciations of Israeli actions issued by
UN monitors on the ground as well as a
long list of resolutions adopted by the Se-
curity Council:

UNSC Resolution 93 (May 1951) decid-
ing that Israel should permit forthwith
the return of Arabs expelled from the De-
militarized Zone.

UNSC Resolution 100 (Oct 1953) de-
manding that Israel suspend drainage
work in the DMZ.

UNSC Resolution 111 (Jan 1956) con-
demning the Israeli attack on Syrian ter-
ritory launched on 11 Dec 1955.

UNSC Resolution 171 (Apr 1962) con-
demning the attack by Israeli forces on
Syrian positions as a flagrant violation of
the Armistice Agreement..

From these resolutions and the Israeli
sources cited above, including those such
as Moshe Dayan who were at the heart
of the Israeli decision-making establish-
ment, it becomes abundantly clear that,
official propaganda notwithstanding, the
years of recurrent tension on the Syrian-
Israeli front were overwhelmingly the

consequence of deliberate Israeli action.
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Itis also evident that the war of June 1967,
often depicted as having been brought
about by decisions taken in May 1967 by
the late Egyptian President Gamal Ab-
dul Nasser, was in reality a natural and
probably inevitable result of a concerted
campaign of provocation, planned and
implemented over several years by an Is-
raeli leadership that had long dreamed of
breaking out of the restrictive frontiers of
1949. The Golan front represented to Is-
rael the best opportunity to fan the flames
of rising tensions in order to carry out its
expansionist strategic blueprint.

Ghayth N. Armanazi

Former Director,

Syrian Media Centre

(Source: reproduced from “The Go-

lan...”, 2007)

The Golan since 1967

Israel captured the Golan in the June War
of 1967 along with the West Bank, the
Gaza Strip and the Sinai. The UN (which
always refers to the area as «the Syrian
Golan Heights») condemned these terri-
torial gains and issued Security Council
resolution 242 which emphasised the «in-
admissibility of the acquisition of terri-
tory by war» and stipulated that a just and
lasting peace requires the «withdrawal of
Israel armed forces from territories occu-
pied in the recent conflict.»

In 1973, Syria liberated a part of the Go-
lan from Israel. This included the Golans
capital, Quneitra. However, the Syrian
troops found it to have been complete-
ly demolished just before they arrived
there - homes, shops, the hospital and

the church had all been reduced to rubble

(see photos p.30.) An armistice agree-
ment was signed in 1974 and since then a
UN Disengagement Force (UNDOF) has
been in place on the ceasefire line. The
occupied Golan was illegally annexed by
Israel through the passing by the Knesset
(parliament) of the Golan Heights Law
on 14 December 1981, thus applying
Israeli laws, jurisdiction and administra-
tion to anyone living in the territory, ir-
respective of origin. In response, the UN
Security Council issued resolution 497,
declaring the move «null and void and
without international legal effect» and
demanding that Israel «rescind forthwith
its decision.» The UN General Assembly
has repeatedly passed resolutions con-
demning Israel>s occupation and annex-
ation of the Golan, which has never been
recognised by the UN or accepted by the
territory>s indigenous population.

The human rights situation in the Golan
is described in UN reports as one of «per-
sistent» and «significant deterioration.»
A 2002 UN Special Committee report
described the effects of the occupation on
the Golan and its population as, «exten-
sive, affecting all aspects of life and fam-
ilies, villages and communities,» adding
that «there were also widespread eco-
nomic consequences of the occupation.»
It went on, «The economic situation of
Syrians in the occupied Golan is com-
pounded by the lack of job opportunities.
Many qualified Arabs from the occupied
Golan are employed in menial jobs and
are sometimes dismissed arbitrarily by
their Israeli employers. Many workers
are never paid or are not paid in full. Set-

tlers compete with Syrians in economic



opportunity offered, to encroach on all

the specific provisions against introduc-
ing armed forces and fortifications. They
repeatedly obstructed the operations of
the UN observers, on one occasion even
threatening to kill them .... They ex-
pelled, or otherwise forced out,
Arab inhabitants and razed their
villages to the ground.»

That message> sunk in and was swal-
lowed whole by many; even by those
innocent of any partisanship in relation
to the Arab-Israeli conflict. Yet the truth
is far removed from this picture painted
by a well-oiled media machine which has
served Israel so effectively. Research into
the history of the period 1949-1967 and
close examination of the events along the
lines of confrontation between Syria and
Israel reveal a completely different im-
age.

Indeed, it has been Israeli historians, in
particular Professor Avi Shlaim, who
have helped shed light on these distor-
tions. In his book The Iron Wall, Shlaim
uses the sub-heading, <The Myth of the
Golan Heights > He begins by writing:
«The seeds of the Six-Day War were
sown on the Syrian front. This is uni-
versally accepted. It is also more or less
taken for granted that the Syrians sowed
those seeds. The Golan Heights appear
to sum up, in a peculiarly stark and af-
fecting way, the image of David versus
Goliath. But it would be nearer the truth
to say that the Golan Heights represent
one of the most successful of Zionist
myths.»

Shlaim then relays the view of the Com-

mander of the UN Truce Observation
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Force, General von Horn:

«It is unlikely, in his opinion, that those
Syrian guns on the Golan Heights would
ever have gone into action but for Israeli
provocations.»

Even more startling is the following
quote from Moshe Dayan, Israel>s Min-
ister of Defence at the time. Speaking to
an Israeli journalist in 1976 he said:

«I know how at least 80 percent of the
clashes there (on the Golan front) started.
In my opinion, more than 80 per-
cent, but let>s talk about 80 per-
cent. It went this way: we would
send a tractor to plough some-
place where it wasntpossible to
do anything, in the demilitarised
area and knew in advance that the
Syrians would start to shoot. If
they didrit shoot, we would tell
the tractor to advance farther, un-
til in the end the Syrians would
get annoyed and shoot. And then
we would use artillery and later
the air force also, and that>s how
it was....»

Dayan went on to make further confes-
sions:

There was really no pressing reason to
go to war with Syria [on the 4th day of
the war]... The kibbutz residents who
pressed the government to take the Go-
lan Heights did so less for security than
for the farmland.»

Another Israeli mea culpa was offered by
a former Head of Intelligence, Netanya-
hu Peled. In an interview with the Israeli
newspaper Davar, published on 18 Sep-
tember 1992, he said:

The author goes on to describe how, over

the years, Israel encroached deeper and
deeper into the land separating the Israeli
and Syrian border lines as demarcated by
the

«There was really no pressing reason to
go to war with Syria [on the 4th day of
the war]... The kibbutz residents who
pressed the government to take the Go-
lan Heights did

so less for security than for the farm-
land.»

Another Israeli mea culpa was offered by
a former Head of Intelligence, Netanya-
hu Peled. In an interview with the Israeli
newspaper Davar, published on 18 Sep-
tember 1992, he said

«If we wanted to be honest and speak the
truth we need to admit that all incidents
of clashes on the Syrian-Israeli front
were initiated by Israel.»

One can delve even further into
history and recall the fact that the
Golan featured as part of the orig-
inal Zionist design for the Jewish
Homeland. Writing to the British
Prime Minister Lloyd George in
1919 on the eve of the San Remo
Conference, the Zionist leader and
first President of Israel, Chaim
Weizman, stated:

«Zionists do not accept under any
circumstances the Sykes-Picot
agreement because not only does
it divide historical Palestine but
also deprives the Jewish

National Home of some of the
most fertile lands for settlement
in the Golan and Hauran on which
depends the future of the Zionist

project.»
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The Golan:

THE KEY TO PEACE OR A CAUSE OF WAR?

Forty years have now elapsed since the
Israeli army invaded the Syrian Go-
lan. An occupation which was intended
to last until the signing of a new truce
agreement has now lasted for decades,
with a unilateral decision taken to annex
the Golan which was considered null and
void by the United Nations and the Inter-
national Community.

1967 borders, is committed to the quest
for peace through negotiations as a pre-
ferred option. Therefore, Syria will spare
no effort in continuing the unfinished job
of negotiating a settlement to bring the
Golan back and set the guidelines for a
comprehensive and just solution to the
whole Middle East problem.

Forty years have elapsed since 90% of
Golanis were forced to flee their homes
and escape with their lives to be scattered
across the Syrian homeland. Almost
350,000 Golanis are today living in very
difficult economic conditions on the out-
skirts of Damascus and throughout the
country.

The Israeli aggression on Lebanon in July
2006 aroused a sense of national pride
and feeling of confidence among young
Syrians, and Arabs in general, when
they realised that a handful of Hizbullah
fighters were able to defy and defeat an
overrated and seemingly arrogant Israeli
army - the sixth most powerful army in
the world.

Young Syrians and, in particular, young

Golanis are pressing their government
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to reintroduce the culture of legitimate
resistance to occupation. Such a serious
decision would inevitably lead to the to-
tal eruption of the Middle East, as mil-
lions of young Palestinians, Syrians and
Lebanese would gradually introduce a
level of violence to the region without
precedence in the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Only a Rabin-like political attitude on
Israel>s part, abiding by UN resolutions
and responding favourably to the Arab
<land for peace> Initiative of 2002, can
save the region from such a fate.

Syria, while totally committed to the
recovery of the Golan and to the Israeli
withdrawal to the 4th June

Arriving at a settlement will require an
honest broker given the tremendous cli-
mate of suspicion that has prevailed over
the past 60 years between Arabs (Syrians
and Palestinians in particular) and the
Israelis. Yet, rather than take action to
ease such mistrust and fundamental hos-
tility, the American administration under
George W. Bush has done everything
possible to foment further antagonism.
Even with the decline of the <Neo-Con>
and ultranationalist components within
the administration, the men and women
still in charge remain under the influ-
ence of the Israeli lobby, as described by
Mearsheimer and Walt, on one hand and
are still dominated by the ardent desire
introduced by the American ultranation-
alists to maintain American predomi-

nance over world affairs on the other.

Peace is essential. The peoples of the
Middle East are inhabiting a land that
witnessed the dawn of human civilisa-
tion. They deserve to be a part of the new
world order.

HE Dr. Sami Khiyami Syrian Ambassa-
dor to the UK

(Source: reproduced from “The Go-

lan...” 2007)

The Road to <67

One of the most deep-rooted and iconic
of myths of the Middle East conflict con-
cerns the course of events on the Golan
front in the years prior to the Israeli in-
vasion and occupation of June 1967. A
fantasy was created and repeatedly am-
plified stating that the Syrians used their
position on the heights overlooking Is-
rael’s peaceful settlements on the plain
of Galilee to rain indiscriminate fire on
those settlements at whim and without
provocation. The well-orchestrated mes-
sage droned on that Israel was acting in
pure self-defence in storming and occu-
pying the Golan and putting an end to the
long years of <Syrian aggression.>
Armistice Agreements of 1949. The
agreement signed by Syria and Israel
under United Nations auspices defined a
strip of territory as no-man>s-land where
neither side should introduce military
forces. But, as the author states:

«They (the Israelis) began by staking an
illegal claim to sovereignty over the (de-

militarised) zone and then proceeded as
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